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A. Background & History

The Tahoe Basin is unique in that it contains one of the most remarkably clear lakes in the world. Only two others of comparable
size rival this beautiful body of water, Crater Lake in Oregon and Lake Baikal in Russia. This clarity is attributable mainly to several
natural features of the basin. One is the character of the soil type. This is largely granitic and sterile in its composition. The sections
of the basin which contain more of the volcanic type soil have relatively good natural ground cover and are in gentler terrain.
Another feature is the small basin land area with respect to the lake area. This results in a very large portion of the precipitation
falling on the lake surface. The final saving feature is the small amount of development that had taken place up until the early
1950's.

It is this last feature which has been dramatically altered in the last 20 years. Disturbance of the natural ground cover by clearing
land for subdivisions, ski slopes, roads and highways, have opened the soil to erosive forces and resultant sedimentation. The
sedimentation itself would take about three million years to fill the lake at its present rate of transport into the tributaries, however,
the nutrients carried along with the eroded material have already become the next most important source of pollution. Algae growth
is evident in many shoreline areas formerly clean and clear. With the sewage problem almost eliminated, sediment becomes the
next area of concern.
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